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Forest cover remains low across the 
Ausable Bayfield Conservation Authority 
area. Although forest cover has shown 
little to no change from previous report 
cards, the thousands of trees planted 
every year indicate that watershed 
residents understand and value the 
benefits of trees and forests.

Wet land cover  is  very low.  As most 
wet lands on our landscape are wet 
woodlands,  or  swamps,  conservat ion 
of  these areas is  key from an ecological 
perspect ive,  and for  maintaining water 
qual i ty  and natural  water  storage. 
Addit ional  water  storage features 
wi l l  help to reduce soi l  erosion and 
mit igate the r isk  of  f looding.

We evaluated chloride in surface water 
for the first t ime in this report card, 
and results exhibited good conditions. 
Almost all  subwatersheds met the 
recreational guideline for E. coli ,  but 
many did not meet the objective for total 
phosphorus. Low forest and wetland 
cover, combined with predominantly 
clay soils and intensive rural and urban 
land uses, contribute to water quality 
conditions that need improvement. 

Most, but not all, groundwater samples at 
monitoring wells met the drinking water 
standard for nitrate and the guideline for 
chloride. Water quality in private wells 
may differ from monitoring wells, and 
landowners with private wells should 
regularly test their drinking water. 

We are aware A grades may not  be 
feasible  due to both natural  condit ions 
of  the watershed (e.g . ,  soi l  and 
topography)  and land use pressures. 
The agr icultural  product iv i ty  of  th is 
region means this  area is  important  for 
g lobal  food product ion.  There is  a lso 
a  need for  res ident ia l  development. 
I t  is  important  to cont inue to employ 
best  pract ices for  agr iculture and 
urbaniz ing areas.

Improvements have been seen for some 
indicators since the start  of  monitoring 
in 2002. We can continue to work toward 
improvement by the next Watershed 
Report Card in f ive years ’  t ime. 

Monitoring al lows us to evaluate current 
environmental  condit ions,  detect 
changes to ecosystem health,  and 
decide how best  to proceed.  Working 
together to improve watershed health 
wi l l  in  turn support  human,  economic, 
and ecological  health.

SUMMARY


